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	        Introduction
	        

	        

	    

    
    
        
             
 Materials research is a field of growing relevance for innovative nuclear systems, such as Generation IV reactors, critical and sub-critical transmutation systems and fusion devices. For these different systems, structural materials are selected or developed taking into account the specificities of their foreseen operational environment. However, material development projects share the common feature of requiring cross-cutting research programmes and advanced experimental and simulation facilities to characterise and evaluate the performance of the selected materials. This workshop aimed at stimulating an exchange of information on current material research programmes for different innovative nuclear systems in order to identify and develop potential synergies. The workshop, organised in co-operation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), was hosted by Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe (FZK) (now Karlsruher Institut für Technologie) and attracted some 120 participants.
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