Background and objectives

The Nuclear Education, Skills and Technology (NEST) Framework was launched by the
Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) in partnership with its member countries to help address
important gaps in nuclear skills capacity building, knowledge transfer and technical
innovation. It aims to maintain and build technical and non-technical skills through
multinational research and training projects for promising students and young professionals,
known as NEST Fellows.

The NEA High-Level Group on Stakeholder Engagement, Trust, Transparency and Social
Sciences (HLG-SET) was established to engage at the senior policy level in order to cultivate
a deeper understanding of the relations between the nuclear sector and society and to
develop appropriate transparent mechanisms to foster communication, public engagement
and trust building between the public and the nuclear sector. A key objective of the HLG-SET
is to contribute to the development of effective stakeholder engagement practices within the
nuclear sector by leveraging collective expertise and fostering collaboration with academia,
civil society organisations, non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and others to integrate
the cross-cutting perspectives of social sciences into its initiatives.

The Joint Research Centre (JRC) is the European Commission’s in-house science service,
providing independent evidence to support EU policymaking. While it possesses long-
standing nuclear expertise, the JRC's scientific competencies span numerous disciplines
including nuclear safety, safeguards, security, waste management and medical applications.
JRC operates highly specialised infrastructure for this purpose which it also makes available
to external users. Its nuclear education and training initiatives are a key discipline, designed
to sustain and develop the EU’s nuclear capabilities. These programmes target a diverse
audience, from students and young professionals to national officers and technical experts
across the EU, international organisations, and third countries.

NEST and HLG-SET co-organised along with the JRC a week-long Summer School in 2026.
The school will offer sessions on topics such as leadership, communication and stakeholder
engagement, considered essential for future managers and leaders in the nuclear sector.
It will teach participants to develop a holistic view on the issue of nuclear energy, with
introductory sessions from experts in the fields of nuclear law, policy, social sciences and
ethics. The programme will also include a group case study exercise to be developed over
the week, bringing together students and young professionals from different countries and
academic backgrounds to work together in multinational teams. In addition, it will comprise
a site visit to a nuclear organisation to give participants practical insight into the sector.
Finally, the Summer School will give participants a unique opportunity to interact with young
professionals and international mentors to build their professional networks.
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Day 1 | Monday 13 July

Introductions & nuclear law, regulation and policy

09:00-09:10 Welcome remarks

Ulla Engelmann - Director of Nuclear Safety and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

09:10-09:25 Keynote speech (virtual)
William D. Magwood, IV - Director-General, Nuclear Energy Agency

09:25-09:30 Overview of Summer School objectives and schedule

Jordan Burnett — Nuclear Education, Training and Outreach Officer, Nuclear
Energy Agency

09:30-10:15 Session 1 - International frameworks for nuclear energy and the role
of international organisations

This session will introduce how international frameworks shape the safe,
secure and peaceful use of nuclear energy, and provide insights into the roles
of key international organisations in this context.

Matteo Gerlini — Director of Centre for Security and Cooperation Studies,
University of Siena, Italy

10:15-10:30 Coffee break

10:30-11:45 Session 2 - Introduction to nuclear law

This session will provide an overview of the key principles of nuclear law and
how it has developed over time, including the sources of legal rules, the
parties involved and the scope of activities they regulate.

Kimberly Sexton Nick — Head of Division of Nuclear Law, Nuclear Energy
Agency

11:45-13:00 Session 3 - Environmental protection for nuclear activities

An introduction to international treaties, conventions and laws that govern
environmental protection for nuclear activities, and how these shape
environmental assessments for long-term operation of nuclear power reactors
and new nuclear technology.

Kimberly Sexton Nick — Head of the Division of Nuclear Law, Nuclear Energy
Agency

13:00-14:00 Lunch break
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14:00-14:15

Group photo

14:15-15:15

Session 4 - Nuclear safeguards and non-proliferation: History and
evolution

This session will provide an introduction to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), outlining the international role of the IAEA and the regional
example of Euratom. It will explore the resulting obligations of states and
facilities in the areas of nuclear safeguards and non-proliferation, including a
brief overview of their historical evolution, covering when, why, and how
these frameworks developed.

Willem Janssens — Head of Nuclear Safeguards and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

15:15-16:15

Session 5 - Nuclear safety, security and radioprotection: A
leadership challenge

This session will introduce and discuss the challenges faced by managers, and
more broadly by persons contributing to influence the execution of processes
aimed at ensuring high levels of nuclear safety, security, and radiation
protection, within nuclear or radiological licensee organisations, or in
regulatory bodies

Jacques Repussard — Consultant, Past DG of Institute for Radiation Protection
and Nuclear Safety (IRSN), Chair of the Advisory Board of the European
Project SENSSETtt, Université Céte d'Azur & Skema Business School, France

16:15-16:30

Coffee break

16:30-17:30

Introduction to group case studies

Throughout the afternoons of Days 1-4, participants will work in groups on a
practical, real-world case study set in the nuclear sector. This exercise will
challenge students to analyse a complex scenario from the perspectives of
multiple stakeholders. Groups will develop a balanced, well-reasoned
response that considers legal, ethical, social and communication dimensions
alongside technical realities. The exercise culminates in presentations on
Thursday afternoon, where groups will share their work.

Jordan Burnett — Nuclear Education, Training and Outreach Officer, Nuclear
Energy Agency

17:30-17:45

End of day 1 and preparation for day 2

17:45-18:45

Cocktail reception and networking
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Day 2 | Tuesday 14 July

Ethical and societal aspects of nuclear

09:00-10:30

Session 1 - Ethical aspects of nuclear energy governance

Nuclear Energy governance is essentially complex problem solving while
facing multiple knowledge-related uncertainties and informed value-based
opinions related to health risks, economics, politics, the environment and the
future generations. This interactive lecture will explore these challenges and
their ethical aspects with the aid of case studies and with reference to
relevant contemporary critical theory.

Gaston Meskens — Researcher, Science, Technology and Society Group,
Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (SCK CEN), Belgium

10:30-10:45

Coffee break

10:45-12:15

Session 2 - Nuclear and society

Whether either side wishes it, nuclear facilities, and the communities and
broader society which those facilities impact, have a complex and often
uneasy relationship with one another. This session will look at the different
facets of that relationship, from both sides, considering socio-economic
impacts, societal concerns, and the interaction of local and national societal
objectives. It will also look at the ways in which trust can be built — and lost.

Adrian Bull — Chair in Nuclear Energy and Society, member of NEA HLG-SET,
University of Manchester, United Kingdom

12:15-13:30

Lunch break

13:30-14:30

Session 3 - Historical assessment of public opinion and nuclear
choices

The lecture will draw policy lessons from the experiences of the past with
public decisions on whether to step in or step out of nuclear power
programmes. In this perspective, it will also focus on case studies of public
debate on the back end of the nuclear cycle.

Matteo Gerlini — Director of Centre for Security and Cooperation Studies,
University of Siena, Italy
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14:30-15:30 Session 4 - Why social licence matters for advanced nuclear
technologies

Advanced nuclear technologies are increasingly recognised as essential to
deep decarbonisation, but their success depends not only on technical
performance or economics, but on earning a “social licence” to operate.
Experience across energy infrastructure shows that projects fail or succeed
largely based on public trust, fairness, and the inclusiveness of decision-
making processes — not just on their merits. For nuclear, past top-down siting
approaches and legacies of environmental injustice have eroded trust,
making early, transparent, and consent-based community engagement
critical. As new reactor designs move towards deployment, integrating social
science, equity considerations, and community participation into project
development will be as important as engineering innovation in determining
whether advanced nuclear can scale to meet climate goals.

Jessica Lovering — Postdoctoral Researcher, Uppsala University, Sweden

15:30-15:45 Coffee break

15:45-16:45 Group case studies

Free time for students to work on their case studies, with guidance from
mentors

16:45-17:00 End of day 2 and preparation for day 3
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Day 3 | Wednesday 15 July

Communication and stakeholder engagement

09:00-10:00 Session 1 - Identification of key stakeholders and stakeholder
mapping

This session will cover the key considerations in identification of stakeholders
to ensure representativeness and balance for meaningful engagement. The
session will also cover the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders,
understanding their interests and expectations, and how they should be
engaged (e.g. are they responsible, are they accountable, should they be
consulted or informed?). Examples of how to create a stakeholder map
showing relationships between people and projects will also be provided.

Yevgeniya Tomkiv — President, Social Sciences and Humanities in lonising
Radiation Research (SHARE platform), Norway

10:00-10:15 Coffee break

10:15-11:15 Session 2 - Development of communication and engagement
strategies and plans

In this session the key aspects of communication strategy, communication
plans, engagement strategy and engagement plans will be discussed. This will
include an overview of the key approaches and tools in risk communication,
such as messaging under uncertainty and use of plain language in complex
contexts, and how this can help to foster meaningful and effective
engagement, as well as trust.

Adrian Bull - Chair in Nuclear Energy & Society, member of NEA HLG-SET,
University of Manchester, United Kingdom

11:15-12:15 Session 3 - Routine vs. emergency and crisis communication

Effective risk communication starts long before messages are developed. It
begins with understanding how people perceive risks, how they interpret
information, and what concerns, values, and expectations shape their views.
Drawing on research and practical experience from the fields of nuclear
energy, health, and food safety, this session will explore key factors that
influence public risk perception and trust. Participants will discuss why
technical information alone is often not sufficient and how listening to
stakeholders can improve communication strategies.

Ludger Benighaus — Research Associate and Project Leader, Dialogik Research
Institute, Germany

12:15-13:45 Lunch break
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13:45-14:45 Session 4 - Discerning and addressing misinformation

This session will provide an overview of techniques for detecting
misinformation, and its influence on perception vs. reality. Approaches to
address this when it occurs will also be discussed.

Adriana Scialdone - Communications Advisor, Spanish Nuclear Safety
Council (CSN), Spain

14:45-16:45 Group case studies

Free time for students to work on their case studies, with guidance from
mentors

16:45-17:00 End of day 3 and preparation for day 4
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Day 4 | Thursday 16 July

Leadership in nuclear

09:00-09:45

Keynote speech on leadership in nuclear research

Ulla Engelmann - Director of Nuclear Safety and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

09:45-10:45

Session 1 - Managing complexity

In the nuclear industry, complexity arising from interacting technical,
organisational, regulatory, and societal factors poses significant safety risks
that require effective management. This lecture explores the nature of
complexity in nuclear facility operations and strategies to address it through
key questions: What is complexity? How can we recognise it? What are its
origins? How does it emerge, and how should we respond in complex
situations?

Renata Kaminska — Professor of Strategy and Innovation, Skema Business
School, France

10:45-11:00

Coffee break

11:00-12:00

Session 2 - Leading with purpose: Insights from leadership on
mentoring and growth

In this mentorship interview, three senior nuclear leaders, Ulla Engelmann,
Tatiana Ivanova and Willem Janssens, will speak candidly to the next
generation. This session is designed to be an honest conversation about
mentoring, professional growth, and navigating the early years of a nuclear
career. Ulla, Tatiana and Willem will share their reflections on how they were
guided as young professionals at the start of their careers, things they wish
they had known as they progressed, and how they have approached
developing talent within their teams as senior leaders.

Moderator: Stéphanie Cornet — Chair, Nuclear Education, Skills and
Technology (NEST) Framework

Speakers:

Ulla Engelmann - Director of Nuclear Safety and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

Tatiana lvanova — Head of Division of Nuclear Science and Education, Nuclear
Energy Agency

Willem Janssens — Head of Nuclear Safeguards and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

12:00-13:00

Lunch break
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13:00-13:30

Developing the workforce of tomorrow: The NEA in Action

Tatiana lvanova — Head of Division of Nuclear Science and Education, Nuclear
Energy Agency

13:30-15:00

Group case studies

Free time for students to work on their case studies and prepare presentation,
with guidance from mentors

15:00-16:45

Case studies presentations by students

16:45-17:00

Coffee break

17:00-17:30

Closing remarks by NEST Chair and Awards Ceremony
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Day 5 | Friday 17 July

09:00-13:00 JRC Laboratory visit and demonstrations
e Small Modular Reactors Lab
e Hot Cells
e Targeted Alpha Therapy Lab

e Nuclear Safeguards and Forensics
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Speakers and panellists

William D. Magwood, IV, Director-General, Nuclear Energy Agency

Mr Magwood took up his duties as Director-General of the NEA
in September 2014. He has extensive experience in both the regulatory
and developmental aspects of nuclear energy, including at the
international level. From 2010 to 2014, he served as one of the five
Commissioners appointed by the US President and confirmed by the
US Senate, to the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). While a
commissioner, he advocated for the importance of nuclear regulatory
independence and the necessity of maintaining strong, credible and
technically sound nuclear regulation in the United States, and in all
countries that use nuclear power.

Prior to his appointment at the NRC, from 2005 to 2010, he provided
independent strategic and policy advice to US and international clients on
energy, environmental and technology policy issues. During this time, he
also sat on various advisory groups, and provided technical and policy
advice to members of the US Congress on nuclear research, education
and climate change policy.

From 1998 to 2005, Mr Magwood was Director of Nuclear Energy at the
US Department of Energy (DOE). During his tenure, he launched several
important initiatives including the US Nuclear Power 2010 Program and
the Generation |V International Forum (GIF). He was also actively involved
in the work of the NEA, serving as a Steering Committee bureau member
from 1999 to 2003, and as Chair in 2004 and early 2005.

Prior to his experience at the DOE, Mr Magwood managed electric utility
research and nuclear policy programmes at the Edison Electric Institute in
Washington, D.C., and was a scientist at Westinghouse Electric
Corporation in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Mr Magwood, a US national, holds Bachelor’'s degrees in physics and
English from Carnegie Mellon University, and a Master of Fine Arts degree
from the University of Pittsburgh.
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Ulla Engelmann, Director of Nuclear Safety and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

Dr Engelmann obtained a PhD in Radiochemistry from the Technical
University of Karlsruhe (now KIT, Karlsruhe Institute for Technology) in
1992. She then started as a postdoc at the Joint Research Centre (JRC)
Ispra in their Tritium laboratory and moved to heading their public
relations department in 1997. Beginning in 2004, she worked in various
Head of Unit functions at the JRC, including in communication, and
international and interinstitutional relations. She moved to DG GROW
(Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship &
SMEs) in 2017, where she held various functions with responsibility for
SME networks, such as industrial clusters and the Enterprise Europe
Network, an entrepreneurship, social economy and industrial forum.
Dr Engelmann was the acting Director for Networks and Governance for a
year. And since 2023 she has served as the JRC Karlsruhe Site Director
(employer) and JRC Director of Directorate G for Nuclear Safety and
Security, with units based in Geel (Belgium), Karlsruhe (Germany), Ispra
(Italy) and Petten (the Netherlands).

The mission of the JRC Directorate G for Nuclear Safety and Security is the
implementation of the JRC Euratom Research and Training Programme,
the JRC Nuclear Strategy, and the maintenance and dissemination of
nuclear competences in Europe to serve both “nuclear” and “non-
nuclear” EU Member States. Dr Engelmann manages an annual budget
(excluding staff costs) of approximately EUR 40 million, with 320 staff
distributed over four sites.

Tatiana lvanova, Head of the Division of Nuclear Science and Education,
Nuclear Energy Agency

Dr Ivanova has been the Head of the Division of Nuclear Science and
Education in the Nuclear Energy Agency (NEA) of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) since April 2017. She
has over 30 years of experience in nuclear research and safety assessment,
and began her career at the Institute for Physics and Power Engineering
(IPPE) in Obninsk, Russia. Throughout Dr lvanova's successive posts from
1989 to 2005, her technical and managerial experience included working
on fast reactor design, validation, verification, and uncertainty
quantification for nuclear reactor and fuel cycle applications, nuclear data
processing and validation, as well as the design, evaluation and analysis
of integral experiments.

Prior to joining the NEA, from 2005 to 2014, Dr lvanova was an Expert in
Reactor Physics and a Deputy Head of the Reactor Physics Research and
Safety Assessment Laboratory at the French Technical Support
Organisation, the Institut de radioprotection et de sireté nucléaire (IRSN).
There she worked on the safety assessment of reactors and led scientific
developments in the areas of nuclear criticality safety and reactor physics.

Throughout her career in research institutions in Russia and France,
Dr Ivanova has acquired diverse technical, managerial and collaborative
experience, and has had the opportunity to apply this experience in
solving real-world problems. Dr Ivanova, a French and Russian national,
holds a Master's degree in Nuclear Engineering from the National
Research Nuclear University MEPhI in Russia and a PhD in Physics and
Mathematics from the IPPE.
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Willem Janssens, Head of Nuclear Safeguards and Security, European
Commission Joint Research Centre

Mr Janssens has been the Head of the Nuclear Data, Safeguards and
Security department of the European Commission Joint Research Centre
(JRC) since 2016, which has more than 100 department staff spread
across three sites: Geel (Belgium), Karlsruhe (Germany) and Ispra (ltaly).
Prior to this, he led the Nuclear Security Unit at JRC Ispra for over
10 years and started in the European Commission as a nuclear
safeguards inspector-analyst.

Mr Janssens worked the first five years of his professional career for
Westinghouse Energy Systems as a nuclear safety and licensing
engineer. He is the former President of ESARDA (European Safeguards
Research and Development Association) and is a Fellow of the INMM
(Institute of Nuclear Materials Management).

Mr Janssens holds a Master’s degree in engineering in materials science
from the Catholic University of Leuven, a postgraduate degree in nuclear
engineering from the same university and obtained a diploma from the
International School for Nuclear Law (ISNL) (NEA) issued by the
University of Montpellier.

Matteo Gerlini, Director of Centre for Security and Co-operation Studies,
University of Siena

Prof Gerlini specialises in the history and politics of security and scientific
and technological co-operation, with a focus on emerging disruptive
technologies. He was educated at the Cesare Alfieri Institute with Ennio
di Nolfo, researching the history of Italian foreign policy and the history
of nuclear proliferation. He has taught the history of politics and scientific
research at the special school for archivists and librarians at La Sapienza
University in Rome, and has collaborated with Pompeu Fabra University
and with the University of Maryland.

He is a member of the scientific evaluation panel of the NATO Science
for Peace and Security Programme. He has lectured at Keio University
and was a Taiwan Fellow during the COVID-19 pandemic. He was a
visiting fellow at the Alcide De Gasperi Centre of the European University
Institute, where he conducted a project on behalf of the European
Commission on the history of nuclear research at the Joint Research
Centre (JRC), as well as a project on the history of the Ispra site of the
JRC.

Prof Gerlini teaches in the Master’s programme in International Nuclear
Safeguards at Politecnico di Milano and co-ordinates the nuclear security
training project of the NEA's NEST programme. He has chaired the
International Nuclear Security Education Network, an academic
partnership of the IAEA. In 2026, he founded the Centre for Security and
Co-operation Studies at the University of Siena, which he directs.
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Kimberly Nick, Head of Division of Nuclear Law, Nuclear Energy Agency

Ms Nick joined the NEA in 2014 and is the Head of the NEA Division of
Nuclear Law. In this position, Ms. Nick is the lead counsel for nuclear
safety and regulatory affairs, provides Secretariat services to the NEA
Nuclear Law Committee, and directs the legal education and publication
programmes. Ms. Nick has written extensively on nuclear law issues,
focussing on nuclear regulation and regulatory reform, oversight of
nuclear activities, environmental protection and long-term operation.
She is also the co-editor of the textbook Principles and Practice of
International Nuclear Law.

Ms Nick is a Member of the International Nuclear Liability Expert Group
(INLEX) of the IAEA, as well as a Member of the Board of Management
of the International Nuclear Law Association (INLA). In addition, she
leads the Women in Nuclear Law Initiative (WiNLI) through Women in
Nuclear Global (WiN).

Prior to joining the NEA, Ms Nick served as Legal Counsel to
Commissioner Ostendorff at the United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) and was an attorney in the NRC's Office of the
General Counsel.

Ms Nick received her Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Boston University
School of Law, where she was an editor on the American Journal of Law
and Medicine. She received her Bachelor’s degrees with distinction from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Jacques Repussard, Consultant, Past DG of the Institute for Radiation
Protection and Nuclear Safety (IRSN), Chair of the Advisory Board of the
European Project SENSSEtt, Université Cote d’Azur & Skema Business
School

Mr Repussard is currently President of the French “Institut de Maitrise
des Risques” (IMDR). After leading the French Institute for Nuclear
Safety and Radiation Protection (IRSN) for 13 years as Director General,
he has contributed since 2016, as an independent consultant in close
co-operation with Université Cote d’'Azur (France), to several European
projects related to leadership for safety education in complex
environments and organisational resilience in the nuclear sector. This
includes the seminal project “European Leadership for Safety
Education” (ELSE), which led to the development of an innovative
Master’s-level University Diploma for executive training of managers.

In his earlier career, Mr Repussard was Deputy Director General of the
French Institute for Environmental and Industrial Risks (INERIS) (1997-
2003), and before that, he was Secretary General of the European
Standards Organisation (CEN) (1990-1997) with headquarters in Brussels
(Belgium). A graduate engineer from the French Ecole Polytechnique
and Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées, he spent his first
15 professional years as a civil servant in the French Ministry for
Industry.
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Gaston Meskens, Researcher, Science, Technology and Society Group,
Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (SCK CEN)

Dr Meskens is a philosophical activist and artist with a background in
science. He holds Master's degrees in theoretical physics and nuclear
engineering, and a Doctorate in Moral Philosophy from the University of
Ghent (Belgium). He works part-time with the Science, Technology and
Society research group of the Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (SCK
CEN) and with the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy of Ghent University.

At Ghent University, his research focuses on a human rights perspective
related to intellectual capacity building in the interest of global
sustainable development governance. At SCK CEN, his research is
concerned with the ethics of science and technology in general, and with
the ethical aspects of dealing with nuclear technology. His seminars on
the ethics of science and technology are part of multiple international
training programmes and university curricula.

Dr Meskens has built up more than 20 years of experience in
transdisciplinary research related to the ethics of governance of issues
such as sustainable development, energy, climate change and radioactive
waste management, and with working in and around the policy processes
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD), the United Nations Non-Proliferation Treaty process (UN-NPT)
and of the research-related activities of the European Commission. Since
2006, he has been a member of the steering committee of the Constituency
of Research-oriented Independent Non-Governmental Organisations
towards the UNFCCC, the constituency that represents the global scientific
world in the United Nations Climate Change negotiation process.

Adrian Bull, Chair in Nuclear Energy & Society, member of NEA HLG-SET,
University of Manchester, United Kingdom

Mr Bull is an Associate Director and British Nuclear Fuels Limited (BNFL)

Chair in Nuclear Energy and Society at the Dalton Nuclear Institute, part of

The University of Manchester. Mr Bull joined the University in 2021,

following 40 years in the UK nuclear industry with BNFL, Westinghouse

and — most recently — the National Nuclear Laboratory, where he was

| External Relations Director for 10 years. His focus is on government policy
around nuclear and energy, and on stakeholder and community
engagement on nuclear issues.

Prior to moving into the arena of communication and stakeholder
engagement, Mr Bull secured a Bachelor’s degree in engineering from
the University of Cambridge and worked in a series of technical roles,
including the mathematical modelling of fuel performance and
managing R&D projects. In addition to his university role, Mr Bull is a
Senior Advisor at US-based nuclear communications consultancy, Full
On Communications, and he is the UK government’s representative on
the NEA High-level Group on Stakeholder Engagement, Trust,
Transparency and Social Sciences. He is a Board member and President
of the UK Nuclear Institute, with his two-year term covering 2026 and
2027. Mr Bull was awarded an MBE for his work in communicating
nuclear matters by Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth I, in the 2018 New
Year's Honours List.
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Jessica Lovering, Postdoctoral Researcher, Uppsala University

Dr Lovering is a postdoctoral researcher at Uppsala University, where she
studies the future of nuclear power in Sweden. She earned her PhD in
Engineering and Public Policy from Carnegie Mellon University, focussing
on how commercial nuclear trade influences international security
standards and how very small nuclear reactors could be deployed at the
community level. In addition to her academic work, Dr Lovering serves as
a Senior Fellow with the Nuclear Innovation Alliance and a Fellow with the
Energy for Growth Hub. In 2020, she co-founded the Good Energy
Collective, a progressive think tank that develops policies to accelerate the
deployment of advanced nuclear energy as part of a broader climate
agenda.

Yevgeniya Tomkiv, President, Social Sciences and Humanities in lonising
Radiation Research (SHARE platform)

Dr Tomkiv is a researcher at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences
(NMBU). She has a PhD in Environmental Sciences, with her thesis
focused on improving risk communication and stakeholder involvement
in nuclear emergency preparedness. She has spent over 10 years
researching risk communication about ionising radiation and has been
involved in multiple EU projects dealing with the societal aspects of
radiological emergencies, societal aspects of radon and naturally
occurring radioactive material, and stakeholder involvement in
environmental remediation and natural resource management. She is the
President of the European Platform for Social Sciences and Humanities in
lonizing Radiation Research (SHARE).

Ludger Benighaus, Research Associate and Project Leader, Dialogik
Research Institute

Mr Benighaus is a geographer and research associate at DIALOGIK, a
research institute based in Stuttgart, Germany. His work focuses on risk
communication, public participation and science communication. He has
conducted qualitative and quantitative studies on risk perception and
communication in fields such as radiation protection, health, food safety
and environmental issues. In addition, he designs and moderates
workshops, stakeholder dialogues and training courses. His main interest
is helping scientists and practitioners communicate complex topics in a
clear and understandable way.
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Adriana Scialdone Garcia, Communications Advisor, Spanish Nuclear
Safety Council (CSN)

Ms Scialdone Garcia is a Communications Advisor for the Spanish Nuclear
Safety Council in Madrid. She is part of the Chairman’s Cabinet and her
main responsibilities include all forms of incoming and outgoing
communications on nuclear and radiological matters. She heads the
Council’s social media efforts and oversees its website and updates, with
press releases, graphic content and event planning. She is responsible for
drafting press releases, and overseeing relationships with stakeholders and
journalists. Ms Scialdone Garcia is part of the Regulator's Emergency
Network and helps streamline communications from the emergency press
room throughout real or simulated nuclear emergencies. Previously,
Ms Scialdone Garcia worked as both writer and television reporter for
Spanish national television (RTVE), as well as Cuatro TV and CNN+. She is
a member of the NEAs CNRA Expert Group on Public Communications,
where she is currently co-leading the Tabletop Exercise to Compare
National Approaches in Crisis Communication Scenarios. Ms Scialdone
Garcla is also an active member of the NEA Risk Communications Training
Course and is one of its lecturers. For six years, she was also a member of
the ENSREG working group to improve transparency in regulatory
organisations.

Renata Kaminska, Professor of Strategy and Innovation, Skema Business
School

Dr Kaminska is Professor of Management at SKEMA Business School and
Scientific Director of the Master's in Research in Management and
Innovation. She holds an undergraduate degree from the University of
Western Ontario (Canada) and a PhD in Management from the Université
Cote d'Azur (France). She is also a member of the GREDEG research centre
(UMR 7321, CNRS). Her research focuses on innovation, resilience, and
safety leadership, particularly in high-risk industries. Since 2017, she has
been involved in EU-funded projects, including ELSE, DMalLSE, and
SENSE¢tt, and has published in journals such as Research Policy, Journal of
Business Research, and Safety Science.

Jordan Burnett, Nuclear Education and Training Outreach Officer, Nuclear
Energy Agency

Ms Burnett joined the NEA Division of Nuclear Science and Education in
September of 2025 as a Nuclear Education, Training and Outreach Officer.
Prior to this, she worked as a Personal Assistant in the NEA Office of the
Director-General. Currently, Ms Burnett provides secretarial support and
contributes to the development of both the NEST Framework and the
Global Forum on Nuclear Education, Science, Technology and Policy.
Before joining the NEA in 2024, Ms Burnett worked in Paris as an Energy
Programme Analyst for the United States Delegation to the OECD, where
she covered the nuclear energy portfolio. She obtained her Master's
degree in international relations and project management from the
University of Strasbourg in 2021. She also holds a Bachelor’s degree in
international studies from the University of Auburn.
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Annabel Sanders, Education Programmes and Special Projects
Co-ordinator, Nuclear Energy Agency

Ms Sanders joined the NEA Division of Nuclear Science and Education in
February 2025 as an Education Programmes and Special Projects
Co-ordinator. Prior to that, she worked in the NEA Office of Policy and
Co-ordination and in the Office of the Director- General as a Policy
Co-ordinator. Ms Sanders provides secretarial support and contributes to
the development of the NEST Framework, as well as the working groups
and projects under the Global Forum on Nuclear Education, Science,
Technology and Policy. Prior to joining the NEA, Ms Sanders worked for
a number of years as a lawyer in New Zealand. She obtained her Bachelor
of Laws and Bachelor of Arts from Victoria University of Wellington, and
was subsequently admitted to the New Zealand bar in 2018.
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